15 the Strand
New Castle, DE

Built by Jeremiah

Bowman in 1825
Likely a rental

Jeremiah Bowman was a carpenter, builder, lumber merchant, landlord, and town
commissioner. In 1821 he bought a frame house on this site (previously owned by William S.
Davis), for $225 at a sheriff’s sale. In 1823 Mr. Bowman bought 2 adjoining frame houses; all 3
burnt in the great fire of 1824. Mr. Bowman also lost his business, a lumberyard located where
the wharf is now. “His stockpiles of lumber fed the flames”. He rebuilt these rental properties
soon after the fire. Front rooms were commonly used as shops; canopy hooks are still on the
front of the house. Jeremiah and his wife Susanna (Lefevre) Bowman are buried at Immanuel
Church, they baptized 5 children.



The dig:
Brick lined
6’ to water



The China:

Random mix of pieces
taken from hundreds
of 3-D jigsaw puzzles...
and most pieces are
plain white!

Picture of the final
results after weeks
putting pieces
together.



This is part of the glass. (There are buckets of pieces if
you’d like to take a shot at it.)



Clay pipe fragments.
Seal traced to John Arthur of Bristol England, 1735



Early hand-drilled bone toothbrushes.
Small bundles of hog bristles were glued into the individual holes.



19th century bottles
Smallest are ink bottles



9” bottle c.1750. Wear marks indicate
the bottle was picked up and put down
tens of thousands of times (typically on
soft wood tables) over decades.



Cup shape & handle match pottery recovered from a c. 1750
shipwreck. Crest of urn over 2 facing birds on red diagonal striped bar.
(Crest likely invented by an American family.)



Effect on young brains?

Prejudice that poor people
were not intelligent may
have some factual basis.

*Pewter did not cause lead poisoning.

Redware plates c.1750-1825
Coggle wheel lip edge, slip trailed
decoration.

Inexpensive locally made pottery

Porous, & sealed with a clear lead glaze

Lead poisioning



Edge decorated pearlware c. 1800-1830



Transfer decorated
pearlware chamber
pots c. 1800-1820



Mochaware

First made in England in the
late 1700s, it was utilitarian
pottery, used in taverns and
modest homes, it was the
cheapest decorated pottery
one could find. By the early
19th century, it was imported
into America and was later
produced here.

The name derives from mukha (“mocha”) stone, a type of moss agate from the Yemeni city of the same
name. The stone features natural striations similar to the wares’ seaweed and tree-like decorations.

The secret of mochaware’s beauty: that little time was spent applying its decoration. Many of the designs
look natural, because they are natural. Pieces were first coated in a runny mixture of clay and water known
as “slip”; then a tea made of tobacco juice, turpentine, hops, and purportedly urine was applied. The
resulting chemical reaction formed delicate dendritic patterns in the glaze. Such techniques lent a haphazard
ease and fluidity to these straightforward objects.



Oil lamps (rare peg lamp)

If light normally came from candles, it seemed natural (at first) for for oil lamps to
be shaped to fit into candlesticks.

These were easily upset when carried around. Few survived.

Manufacturers quickly shifted to stand-alone designs.



Address:
42 Rue de Rivoli
1828-1840



Victorian Brown
Mineral Knob

Early Brass Knob

Brown mineral or “Bennington knobs” are prized for their swirly, almost marble-like
surface, which was created by mixing two colors of clay.

The popularity of brown mineral knobs was relatively short-lived (roughly from the
mid-1800s to the turn of the century), and they were most favored by owners of
Greek Revival homes. C. 1870



7 clay marbles,
3 rare stone marbles,
Doll leg and doll arm

(would have been sewn
to a cloth body.)



Music Stand, Spoon, Fork, drawer handle



Rockingham Jug c. 1870

Shaving mug
c. 1890



First formulated in the mid 1830s
by Dr John B McMunn



First introduced in 1825 by
George W. Westbrook of St.
Louis, Missouri

"For the Outward Ailments of Man or Beast," Mexican Mustang Liniment claimed to
cure over 30 ailments, including rheumatic pains, sprains, strains, burns, bites,
scalds, colds, sore throats and lameness. "Children, Adults, Horses, and Domestic
Animals are always liable to accident” noted one 1871 advertisement, while
emphasizing that "No family can pass a season without some kind of emollient
being necessary.”






The family business was the A. S. Hinds Co. in Portland which was
famous for various creams for the face, hands, and Skin. The A.S.
Hinds company was started in 1875. They were bought out in
1907 by Lehn & Fink, maker of Lysol. The honey almond cream
product was still available in 1948.



P. Ebner Bottler Wil. DE ¢.1890



Please DO touch!

Pick up, inspect, etc...



Clover Dairy “Safe Milk”
Wilmington DE

1928 Robbery!
At Gunpoint!



Bottle (heavy use) c. 1750

Yellow ware, mocha ware c. 1830-1910

P Ebner bottler, Wilmington DE. c. 1890

Early Brass and c. 1870 Brown Mineral
door knobs



Thank you






Clover Dairy “Safe Milk”
Oil lamps, peg lamp

Clay pipes, bowl made by John Arthur in
Bristol England, 1735

Redware w/ slip-trailed decoration
c. 1750-1825



Chamber pot c. 1800-1830

Marbles, doll parts



